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Entrepreneur full of praise for i-Teams

21st December 2010 

For immediate release

One of the UK’s most successful digital entrepreneurs has praised a programme which aims to help turn scientific breakthroughs into business success stories.

Dr Robert Brady, founder of financial software firm Brady Plc, was one of the guests at the Cambridge i-Teams end of term presentations.

I-Teams provide students with real-life experience of turning ideas into business opportunities. Set up in Cambridge in 2006 by Amy Mokady, a local entrepreneur and business angel, the scheme is collaboration between the Institute for Manufacturing (IfM) and the Cambridge University Technology and Enterprise Club. 
The teams presented ideas for innovative new products before an audience of business experts at the Institute for Manufacturing. Also among the invited guests were Jon Bradford, founder of Springboard business incubator, local business experts and representatives of Cambridge Enterprise.

Dr Brady said he was impressed with the endeavour of the teams: “The quality of the presentations just keeps getting better and better.” 
“It is always a pleasure to meet students who are enthusiastic about commercialising technology, and who are clearly getting a lot out of the experience.
“From a personal point of view, the presentations are also an opportunity to meet like minded mentors and sponsors, and they give a great insight into some of the early stage ideas coming out of the university.”
Amy Mokady, i-Teams Director said: “The teams did exceptionally well in fulfilling their brief. I think it demonstrates the power of the University of Cambridge.

“It has the ability to generate ground-breaking science as well as utilising the expertise at its disposal to turn this research into commercial ventures with real long-term potential.”

i-Teams allows entrepreneurial post-graduate students to work with real inventions to determine the best route for their commercialisation, and present the results to an audience of experts from the University and the local business community

Among the radical innovations presented at the event was a new motion sensing technology. Developed by the Cambridge Nanoscience Centre, the new technology is said to be more than a thousand times more sensitive than existing systems. The team was tasked at finding potential uses for the innovative sensor.

Also showcased was work by researchers at the Cambridge Computer Lab who have been developing robots capable of accurately representing human non-verbal emotions. 

The main goal of the research has been make machines which are easier to use and interact with, and the researchers hoped i-Teams could help identify which areas the robots might best be suited for..The students investigated medical uses, for example using the robot to help with the treatment of autistic children.

The final team, Cambridge Carbon Capture is a spin-out from the Department of Materials Science, based in ideaSpace at the Hauser Forum. The firm is developing a highly-efficient process for power-production and carbon sequestration that can convert fossil fuel and industrial waste materials directly into clean electricity and various valuable chemical products and were seeking help in which markets to focus on.

To find out more about i-Teams contact Amy Mokady am678@cam.ac.uk or visit the website at http://www.iteamsonline.org   
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About the Institute for Manufacturing

The University of Cambridge’s Institute for Manufacturing (IfM), is a division of the Department of Engineering. The IfM brings together expertise in management, economics and technology to address the full spectrum of industrial issues. Its activities integrate research and education with practical application in companies, providing a unique environment for the creation of new ideas and approaches to modern industrial practice. The IfM works closely with industry, at a regional, national and international level, providing strategic, technical and operational expertise to help companies to grow and to become more competitive.

i-Teams

Running in Cambridge since 2006 and based on a programme from MIT, i-Teams allows entrepreneurial post-graduate students to work with real inventions to determine the best route for their commercialization. Each i-Team consists of up to 7 students from different disciplines and experience, who work with a nominated University research project. The i-Team assesses the commercial prospects for the technology, by discussing the technology with real target customers in relevant industries. 

The teams are guided by the labs' Principal Investigators, the i-Teams Programme Director (Amy Mokady), and mentors from the local business community. Together the teams identify suitable product markets, and define directions for future technology development, helping to drive the use of lab research in real-world applications.
The programme is able to run thanks to the support of Hauser Forum IdeaSpace, the CIKC, the EPSRC, CUTEC and the Institute for Manufacturing.
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