	[image: image2.jpg]MANAGEMENT
TECHNOLOGY
POLICY





	
[image: image3]



How a frog’s tongue helped graduate to win James Dyson design award
8 September 20 September 2011 

For immediate release

Michael Korn, a former student at the Cambridge Institute for Manufacturing (IfM), is the UK winner of the James Dyson Award – an international design competition run across 18 countries. Michael gained inspiration for his winning product from a frog’s tongue.

He won the award – and a prize of £1,000 – for his product KwickScreen, a portable room divider, designed principally for use in hospitals to isolate infected patients, as well as give them more dignity and privacy. 

The screens enable hospitals to make more effective use of their accommodation as infected patients do not need to be moved into a private room. “In hospitals, there is a huge opportunity to optimise utilisation of bedstock and overall productivity whilst also improving the patient care environment,” said Michael.

The 2m high, bendable screens can be pulled out to anything up to 3.5m wide and retract back into a compact vertical compartment. They use a technology, the RolaTube, invented with NASA for use in space.

Michael gained inspiration from nature, including a frog’s tongue, when designing the retractable KwickScreens.  “I was interested in the way a frog’s tongue rolls out, which led me to prototyping with children’s slap-on bracelets and tape measures, which then led me to RolaTube – a materials technology company affiliated with the Cambridge Engineering Department,” he explained

Michael used what he learned as a student on the IfM’s Manufacturing Engineering (MET) course to help him to develop his product. "MET gave me a broad understanding of business and the importance of appropriate management strategies – combined with a grounding in technology and engineering.  This prepared me perfectly for a future in design, manufacture and entrepreneurship."
He has already established a company to produce his product. “Winning the UK James Dyson award will propel us towards our goal of increasing exports,” he said.  “The money will go directly towards the first pay packet for our new graduate engineer recruit who is working hard on R&D to develop the next iteration of KwickScreen."
The KwickScreen is manufactured by Ultima Displays in Corby in the Midlands, using primarily British components. Since its launch eight months ago the device has been sold to over 25 NHS Trusts as well as hospitals in Italy, Canada and UAE.   By next year it is hoped that 25 to 50% of sales will come from exports. 
KwickScreen beat off competition from 58 other entries to win the UK leg of the Dyson Award. Michael’s invention will now go forward to the international round of the competition to compete for a £10,000 overall prize. Over 500 entries were received around the world.

The competition judges said that the project was inventive in its simplicity and had commercial potential. Judge Sebastian Conran commented: “This is such a simple idea, using a well-proven mechanical principle in a unique and innovative way, which seems to have endless applications in a variety of different fields - I just wish I’d thought of it.”
Notes for Editors
About KwikScreen

Further information about the company and product can be found at: http://www.kwickscreen.com/
To view a short video of the prototyping process please visit:

http://www.kwickscreen.com/press
 

About Michael Korn
Michael studied Manufacturing Engineering at Cambridge University Institute for Manufacturing.  He went on to study at the Royal College of Art and is now based at the RCA business incubator – Innovation RCA.  He has worked in design and manufacturing in England, China and Israel.

+44 (0) 7886 034 601
+44 (0) 207 590 4292
www.kwickscreen.com
About the Institute for Manufacturing (IfM)

Further information about the IfM and the Manufacturing Engineering (MET) course can be found at: www.ifm.eng.cam.ac.uk
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