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Practical steps announced at launch of new industrial revolution report

For immediate release
A raft of practical steps to help create a greener industrial system were unveiled at the  

University of Cambridge’s Institute for Manufacturing (IfM).

The measures, which include the creation of online resources and a series of industry-academic workshops to develop practical support and share best practice, were announced at an event to mark the publication of Towards a Sustainable Industrial System.

The publication marks the completion of the first stage of collaboration between UK manufacturing professors leading overseas experts and industry.

Professor Steve Evans of Cranfield University and the paper’s lead author officially launched the report in front of an international audience of more than 70 leading academics and industrialists. 

He said: “Those of us involved in the industrial system understand how the production process works, we’re used to generating efficiencies in our factories, now we need to use those skills to achieve our environmental goals. “

Prof Evans added that there was a real opportunity to make significant impact. He pointed to the achievements of companies like car giant Toyota, a contributor to the report, which had managed to make major cuts in energy use and waste production: “You can set a 40% reduction target [of C02] for four years time and meet it, “ he said.
The report was endorsed by Steve Hope, of Toyota Europe. He said its recommendations were realistic, practical and achievable.

He outlined the progress his company had already made: “We’ve already managed to achieve a zero waste to landfill on all our plants, now we are trying to do the same with C02.”

Over the last 15 years the motor giant had cut energy usage per vehicle by 70%, water usage per vehicle by 75% and waste produced per vehicle by 60%.

Professor Mike Gregory, head of the IfM emphasised that progress could be achieved by academics and industry working together.
“Progress will require close collaboration between academe and industry will give us the best chance of moving rapidly towards a sustainable industrial system.”
To facilitate this Prof Gregory announced a series of measures which would help industry reduce its carbon footprint. They included:
· An online case study repository – using examples of best practice it will provide a platform for industry to seek advice and make suggestions.

· An annual industrial sustainability conference which will provide a practical framework for companies seeking to go green.
· A series of industry/academic workshops which will focus on:

·  reviewing current policy initiatives

· Providing practical tools for industry

· Education and training and 

· Defining research priorities. 

· An international summer school to enable the world’s educators to share best practices in building industrial sustainability into the curricula.
Representatives from a range of multinational companies and organisations attended the report’s launch including,  the Carbon Trust, NISP, University of Sao Paolo, Waseda University, EEF, Rolls Royce and BAE Systems.
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1.  Members of the media wishing to attend the launch event at the IfM on September 23rd should contact Jo Griffiths at jg393@cam.ac.uk.
2. The Institute for Manufacturing

The University of Cambridge’s Institute for Manufacturing (IfM), is a division of the Department of Engineering. The IfM brings together expertise in management, economics and technology to address the full spectrum of industrial issues. Its activities integrate research and education with practical application in companies, providing a unique environment for the creation of new ideas and approaches to modern industrial practice. The IfM works closely with industry, at a regional, national and international level, providing strategic, technical and operational expertise to help companies to grow and to become more competitive.

3.  Cranfield University 

Is a wholly postgraduate institution with a worldwide reputation for excellence and expertise in aerospace, automotive, defence, engineering, environment and water, health, management and manufacturing.  The University is made up of the following Schools: Cranfield Health, School of Management, School of Applied Sciences, School of Engineering, and Cranfield Defence and Security at Shrivenham.  For more information visit www.cranfield.ac.uk    
For further information please contact: Naomie Stanford-Jones, Press Officer, Cranfield University, tel: +44 (0) 1234 754999
Press Office – Marketing Operations
Building 45
Cranfield University
Cranfield
Bedfordshire MK43 0AL
Tel: +44 (0) 1234 754999
Fax: +44 (0) 1234 758051
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Website: www.cranfield.ac.uk
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