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‘East meets East’

Spotlight on manufacturing during Chinese Ambassador’s 

visit to Cambridge
Mr Liu Xiaoming, Chinese Ambassador to the UK, his wife, Madame Hu Pinghua on Wednesday 23rd February visited the Institute for Manufacturing (IFM) in Cambridge to discuss the Institute’s connections with China and explore opportunities for future collaboration. 

The Ambassador was also joined by the Chinese Minister Counsellor, ZHOU Xiaoming, who visited Cambridge in December 2010 to look at the county’s inward investment opportunities.
Mr Lui Xiaoming was welcomed by the Head of IFM, Professor Sir Mike Gregory, who provided an overview of the work carried out by the Institute and the organisation’s strong links with China, which was followed by a tour of IFM’s key laboratories. 

Speaking today Mr Liu Xiaoming, said: 

“Today’s visit has been extremely productive and I have been very impressed with the innovation and creativity demonstrated at the Institute. In particular I am pleased with the international approach taken by IFM and its continued commitment to forging strong links with China. 

“China is the second largest manufacturer in the world – however, in order to retain this position, we can learn a lot from the UK and organisations like IFM in terms of developing new technology processes and creative industries. The strength of this relationship is therefore vital both in terms of growth for China and for the UK.”

Professor Sir Mike Gregory, said:

“It has been an honour to host the Ambassador’s in Cambridge. Our links with China are very close and have been for the past ten years. Firstly in terms of our collaborative work with Chinese Universities - we have over eighty students from China studying here and also provide opportunities for our students to study in China. Secondly we work closely with manufacturing companies in China - particularly those companies looking to go global, which require our technology expertise. At IFM we recognise the vital importance of China in the world of manufacturing – our work with these companies therefore continues to be of great importance.” 

Ends:

Notes to Editors: 
1. UK Trade & Investment (UKTI) is the government department that helps UK-based companies succeed in the global economy. We also help overseas companies bring their high quality investment to the UK’s economy – acknowledged as Europe’s best place from which to succeed in global business. UKTI offers expertise and contacts through its extensive network of specialists in the UK, and in British embassies and other diplomatic offices around the world. We provide companies with the tools they require to be competitive on the world stage. For more information visit: www.uktradeinvest.gov.uk | www.youtube.com/UKTIWeb | http://blog.ukti.gov.uk | www.flickr.com/ukti | http://twitter.com/ukti
2. Mr Liu Xiaoming is the Chinese Ambassador to the United Kingdom of the Great Britain and Northern Ireland. For further information about the Ambassador visit; http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/ambassador/dsjl/
3. The Institute for Manufacturing (IFM) is the public face of the University of Cambridge's  Department of Engineering’s Manufacturing and Management Division. The IfM takes a distinctive, cross-disciplinary approach, bringing together expertise in management, technology and policy to address the full spectrum of industrial issues. The IfM’s activities take place within an unusual structure that integrates research and education with practical application in industry, via a university-owned company, IfM Education and Consultancy Services Ltd. For further information about the company visit; www.ifm.eng.cam.ac.uk
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For more media information, or pictures from the event, please contact 
Adele Williams on Tel: 01223 370785
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