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IfM gives boost to Jordanian recycling scheme

6th July - For Immediate release

Recycling in a Middle Eastern country could be boosted thanks to two students at the 

University of Cambridge’s Institute for Manufacturing.

Andreas Petsas and Glen Walker, students on the IfM’s Manufacturing Engineering Tripos, were invited to Amman by Jordanian company Entity Green Training (EGT).
The company, which provides employment opportunities for the country’s rural poor and refugee communities, wanted the pair to help them develop its recycling business.
In particular EGT were keen to focus on recycling of plastic bottles (polyethylene terephthalate or PET) 

It had staged a successful pilot project, undertaking recycling at the Sheraton Hotel and the British and American Embassies.

The IfM was contacted to see if it could help with strategic planning for the expansion of the scheme.

Over the course of two months, the two students looked at all aspects of the Jordanian recycling industry before writing a special report advising EGT over future strategy.
And the firm was so pleased with the outcome of the report; it believes it could lead to a fillip for the fledgling sector.

The students identified a number of ways that EGT could create jobs and generate revenue from post-consumer PET bottle waste in Amman.

Galen Thompson, Programme Manager for Entity Green, said: “Andreas and Glen were hard working, independent, and provided a real injection of energy and ideas.”
“I am very happy to have worked with them, and the information provided in their reports will have tangible impact on our program and on the recycling sector in Jordan. “

EGT is currently planning an expansion of its recycling programme in partnership with Zawadi, a local waste collection company. This deal aims to attract a number of hotels in Amman which are interested in waste management solutions and recycling.
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Entity Green Training
Entity Green Training (EGT) is a Jordanian company that provides services to meet the needs of poor and marginalized communities. EGT combines expertise from the fields of international development, environmental stewardship and business to achieve long-term solutions to poverty. 

EGT works in partnership with International Non-Governmental Organizations, Jordanian companies and local organizations to address poverty in Jordan through integrated programs in three sectors: 

· Vocational Training 

· Livelihood Support Strategies 

· Affordable Housing

EGT’s long-term goal is to create sustainable communities where people have access to economic and social opportunities and can enjoy a sense of security and well-being.
Contact them at recycling@entitygreen.com 
Manufacturing Engineering

Manufacturing Engineering is a programme for 3rd and 4th-year Cambridge engineering students who have successfully completed the first two years of an engineering degree. MET provides them with the management competence, business acumen and interpersonal and organisational skills they need to become world-class leaders.

The Institute for Manufacturing

The Manufacturing Engineering Tripos (MET) is part of the University of Cambridge’s Institute for Manufacturing (IfM), a division of the Department of Engineering. The IfM brings together expertise in management, economics and technology to address the full spectrum of industrial issues. Its activities integrate research and education with practical application in companies, providing a unique environment for the creation of new ideas and approaches to modern industrial practice.

The IfM works closely with industry, at a regional, national and international level, providing strategic, technical and operational expertise to help companies to grow and to become more competitive. This work brings benefits to both parties. Industry receives practical solutions based on the latest applied research. The university receives live feedback to help set the agenda for new research.
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