	[image: image1.png]‘ Education and
Consultancy Services




	[image: image2.wmf]



Cambridge University students give doctors a clear vision of invention potential
For immediate release
A technique for testing the peripheral vision of young children could be given a boost – thanks to the inventors putting it in the hands of Cambridge students.

Dr Louise Allen, a paediatric ophthalmologist from Addenbrooke’s Hospital and Associate Lecturer at the University of Cambridge, and her colleague Dr Adar Pelah of York University have created KidzEyez. 

The new low-cost product is designed to help gather accurate readings of the field of vision of toddlers.

The prototype device is a first in its field. Although similar products are used to measure peripheral vision of adults, they are not suitable for small children

Dr Allen and Dr Pelah’s invention could become a lifesaver as potentially deadly neurological conditions - such as tumours of the optic chiasm and pituitary gland – can be picked up and treated earlier if visual field loss can be detected, preventing permanent loss of vision and neurological deficit.

Now a group of research students are helping formulate a plan to commercialise the product and help market it to health providers.

The students are part of the University of Cambridge i-Teams Programme. I-Teams is designed to analyse the commercial potential of an emerging, breakthrough technology. Students are drawn from across the university including engineering and technology disciplines.

Their Findings were first presented to potential investors at the CUTEC Technology Ventures Conference.

Dr Allen said: “I-Teams has been an incredibly useful resource for us in the development of KidzEyez. The team has been able to confirm a large potential market for KidzEyez and enabled me, as a clinician, to understand the principles and practicalities of marketing the device.”
Dr Pelah said: “The excellent work done by the i-Teams helped motivate and accelerate the development of KidzEyez with my student, Michael Slater, and the team at York, and focus us from early on towards a commercially viable medical device”
The team was mentored by local business angel Bob Pettigrew and Dr. Nikoletta Athanassopoulou, of the Institute for Manufacturing. 

Dr Athanassopoulou, who spent more than a decade working in high-tech firms in product development and technology commercialisation roles, said: 

“I-Teams is a fantastic way of putting theory into practice. With KidzEyez the team interviewed several doctors and health providers and quantified the market potential of the new technique.

“Their final presentation raised great interest from the audience who included local investors and business people.”

i-Teams is based on the successful programme created in the US at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

It was set up in Cambridge in 2006 by Amy Mokady, an experienced local entrepreneur and visiting Industrial fellow at the Cambridge Computer Lab.

Amy, who also mentors several hi-tech start-ups, said: "i-Teams consistently generate new and exciting market ideas for their technologies. We take some of the brightest students in the country, create inter-disciplinary teams, provide them with experienced business mentors, and help them to go out and talk to industry experts.

“I am always impressed by the enthusiasm and passion which the teams bring to their projects, and frequently surprised by their final conclusions. Many projects have created new research directions for the inventors, and resulted in long-term collaborations between the students and their inventor, as well as strengthening the commercialisation path of their technologies." 

 To find out more about i-Teams contact Amy Mokady am678@cam.ac.uk or check out the website at http://www.iteamsonline.org  
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The Institute for Manufacturing

The University of Cambridge’s Institute for Manufacturing (IfM), is a division of the Department of Engineering. The IfM brings together expertise in management, economics and technology to address the full spectrum of industrial issues. Its activities integrate research and education with practical application in companies, providing a unique environment for the creation of new ideas and approaches to modern industrial practice.

The IfM works closely with industry, at a regional, national and international level, providing strategic, technical and operational expertise to help companies to grow and to become more competitive. This work brings benefits to both parties. Industry receives practical solutions based on the latest applied research. The university receives live feedback to help set the agenda for new research.

Dr Louise Allen

Dr Allen graduated from St Thomas's Hospital Medical School in London in 1989. Her   general ophthalmic training took place at major teaching centres in Southampton, Birmingham, Norwich, Cambridge and Brisbane, Australia, before sub-specialty training in paediatric ophthalmology at Great Ormond Street Hospital, London.  She attained an MD for her research in the molecular genetics of retinal dystrophy. Dr Allen has been the Consultant Paediatric Ophthalmologist at Addenbrooke’s Hospital and an Associate Lecturer at the University of Cambridge since 2001.
Dr Adar Pelah

Is Head of the Laboratory for Investigative Virtual Environments (LIVE), Intelligent Systems Research Group, Reader in Electronics at the University of York and Yorkshire Enterprise Fellow. He is currently undertaking research into virtual and augmented environments, 3D displays, gait rehabilitation technology for stroke and low vision, and transferable research and development of medical technology and devices. Dr Pelah, has held faculty posts at Cambridge and Harvard, and is Visiting Lecturer in the Department of Engineering at Cambridge.
i-Teams

Based on the MIT i-Teams programme which has been running since 2004, i-Teams allows entrepreneurial post-graduate students to work with real inventions to determine the best route for their commercialization.

Each i-Team will consist of up to 7 students from different disciplines and experience, and will work with a nominated research project selected from several University departments. The i-Team assesses the commercial prospects for the technology, by discussing the technology with real target customers in relevant industries. 

The teams are guided by the labs' Principal Investigators, the i-Teams Program Director (Amy Mokady), and mentors from the local business community. Together it identifies suitable product markets, and define directions for future technology development, helping to drive the use of lab research in real-world applications. 
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