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Bit by Bit:  
Capturing the value from the digital 

fabrication ‘revolution’

Tim Minshall (PI), Ian Hutchings, Finbarr Livesey, Chander Velu

3D printing 'bigger than internet’ 
FT 21.6.12

3D printing: The PC all over again?
Economist  1.12.12

‘3D printing [..] has the potential to revolutionize 
the way we make almost everything’
P id t Ob St t f th U i Add 2013President Obama,  State of the Union Address 2013
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Phaal, R., E. O'Sullivan, M. Routley, S. Ford and D. Probert (2011). "A framework for mapping industrial 
emergence." Technological Forecasting and Social Change 78(2): 217-230.
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Emergence of digital fabrication & its implications for UK economy

Global manufacturing landscape? Manufacturing in the UK? UK firms?

WP1: 
Emergence

WP2: 
Disruptions

WP3: 
Scenarios

WP4: Building the UK digital fabrication community

Impact on industrial organisation | How and where value is captured | Support actions

Potential impact of this research
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Engagement and promotion 
of knowledge exchange

• 6 research workshops
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• 4 Creativity@home events
• 4 Advisory Group meetings
• TF&SC Special Issue
www.dfab.info


