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BRACED FOR BUSINESS SUCCESS

CAMBRIDGE-TRAINED ENGINEERS TAKE ON THE WORLD’S BEST

A team of Cambridge-trained technology entrepreneurs from around the UK have reached the semi-finals of a premier US business plan competition under an innovative UK Government funded programme.

The team, made up of engineers and scientists from Singapore, Canada, India and Mauritius will be heading for the States in March

The University of San Francisco’s International Business Plan Competition will see twenty top teams from around the world compete for the $25,000 first prize and the opportunity to pitch to a panel of leading investors.

According to Professor Mark Cannice, Professor of Entrepreneurship at San Francisco, “they should be proud of this accomplishment, as the competition for selection for one of the few invitations has been fierce with many high quality submissions from universities around the world.”
The team is made up of graduate students based in Oxford, Imperial College and Cranfield, all engaged on the UK’s elite CTES Programme. Key to CTES is its’ innovative business-training component, jointly developed and 

delivered by Cambridge University’s Institute for Manufacturing (IfM), along with London Business School and Imperial College’s Entrepreneurship Centre. Working with 90 other CTES Fellows on technology commercialisation projects around the country, the “BioMers” team are making rapid progress in taking to market an orthodontic-focused technology in a sector worth an estimated $78 billion in the US alone. According to Mervyn Fathianathan, BioMers CEO: “with a third of the world suffering from crooked teeth and a quarter of these resisting treatment because of unsightly metallic braces, this polymer and ceramic solution has the potential to bring a smile to our customers’ and investors’ faces alike”. 

CTES Programme director, Dr Robin Daniels commented, “the involvement of David Probert and his team in IfM is central to the phenomenal success of the Programme. Working with Cambridge, Imperial College and London Business School we have created a truly unique fusion of capabilities. The BioMers team joins a long list of success stories made possible through Cambridge know-how”.
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The Chevening Technology Enterprise Scholarship Programme (CTES) is a nine-month Government-funded international technology exploitation scholarship, currently running in 16 universities UK-wide. It supports over 200 post-doctoral scientists and engineers to work on the adoption and/or commercialisation of technology-based innovations. The programme, managed by The Centre for Scientific Enterprise Ltd, is a blend of focused business training and specific technology education and support. 

More details can be found on www.cselondon.com. 
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